THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF INDIA
Doab between the Jhelam and the Chen^b. The upper portion
of the GundalBdr Doab, which now forms the district of
Gujarat, belonged to the famous Porus, the antagonist of
Alexander, and the upper part of the Sandar-Bur Doab be-
longed to his nephew, the other Porus, who is said to have
sought refuge among the Gandaridae- The commentators have
altered this name to Gangarida> or inhabitants of the
Ganges; but it seems to me that the text of Diodorus1 is most
probably correct, and that the name of Gwdarida must refer
to the people of the neighbouring district of Gandaris who
were the subjects of Sophites.
The rule of the Indian prince was not, however, confined
to the Doab between the Hydaspes and Akesines; for Strabo*
relates that "in the territory of Sopeithes there is a mountain
composed of fossil salt sufficient for the whole of India.'* As
this notice can only refer to the well-known mines of rock
salt in the Salt-Range, the whole of the upper portion of
the Sindh Slgar Do&b must have been included in the
territories of Sopeithes. His sway, therefore,- would have
extended from the Indus on the west to the Akesines on the
east, thus comprising the whole of the present district of Pind
Didan and SMhpur. This assignment of the valuable salt
mines to Sopeithes, or Sophites, may also be deduced from a
passage in Pliny by the simple transposition of two letters in
the name of a country, which has hitherto puzzled all the
commentators. Pliny says, "when Alexander the Great was
on his Indian expedition, he was presented by the king of
Albania with a dog of unusual size/' which successfully
attacked both a lion and an elephant in his presence.8 The
same story is repeated by his copyist, Solinus/ without any
1.   Hist, xix 47.
2.   Geogr., xv. 1-30.  This notice was most probably derived from
Kleitarchos.oneofthe companions of Alexander, asStarbo quotes him
in another place (v. 2.6) as having mentioned the salt mines of India,
kal rot* h 'Ivdoig aAo$            3.   Hist. Nat., viii. 61.
4. tind.t xxxi. 39. "Snnt et montes nativi salis, ut in Indis Oromenus."